
Gas Tax Fund  
 
The following is some information on the recent announcement by Prime Minister Trudeau and the 
subsequent comments by Minister McKenna on the acceleration of funding to communities under the 
Gas Tax Fund this year.  Essentially, provinces and territories will receive planned payments earlier than 
originally forecast, allowing them to also transfer the funds to municipalities sooner than planned.  
  
First Nations in the Yukon and the Northwest Territories, who receive Gas Tax Funding through the 
territorial governments, may benefit from this early funding. However, this announcement does not 
impact funding for First Nations in the provinces, who will continue to access the Gas Tax Fund through 
Indigenous Services Canada’s First Nations Infrastructure Fund. Of note the annual allocation to First 
Nations in the provinces remains as forecasted: $29.6 million 2019-20, $29.6 million 2020-21, $31 
million 2021-22,  $31 million 2022-23 and $32.3 million 2023-24. 
  
Background on the GTF to First Nations on Reserves   
Infrastructure Canada administers the federal Gas Tax Fund (GTF) as a permanent and ongoing source of 
funding for infrastructure in communities across Canada. A portion of the fund is made available to First 
Nations on reserves, the amount being based on on-reserve population data from the 2016 census 
data.  This portion is transferred directly to ISC regional offices, which combines the funding with other 
funding sources for delivery to First Nations in their regions through the First Nations Infrastructure 
Fund (FNIF). By combining these multiple sources of funds together, it allows for one delivery 
mechanism and promotes greater financial impact to address First Nations’ community infrastructure 
needs.  More information on the FNIF can be found here: https://www.sac-
isc.gc.ca/eng/1100100010656/1533645154710. 
  
ISC regional offices work In collaboration with First Nations in their regions to identify and prioritize 
community infrastructure projects that meet the terms and conditions of the FNIF program. To be 
considered eligible for FNIF funding, a project must fall within one or more of the following eight 
community infrastructure categories: 
  
o Planning and skills development 
o Solid waste management 
o Roads and bridges 
o Energy systems (including fuel tanks) 
o Connectivity 
o Structural mitigation 
o Fire protection 
o Cultural and recreational facilities 
  
ISC continues to work with First Nation partners to address the infrastructure needs to improve 
wellbeing and environmental conditions on reserves through the First Nations Infrastructure Fund.  You 
can contact Robert Bellizzi, Director of Sustainable Operation in Regional Infrastructure Delivery Branch, 
at Robert.Bellizzi2@canada.ca or by phone at 819-712-7340 for additional information about the Gas 
Tax Fund and the First Nations Infrastructure Fund.    
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